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I      LATE  NEWS 


Cuba's  19^7  sugar  harvesting  season  is  now  in  full  swing,  with  121  mills 
grinding  by  February  2,  compared  with  101  on  the  same  date  last  year.  In- 
ability to  reach  an  agreement  with  cane  growers  as  to  the  distribution  of  pro- 
ceeds from  I9U6  crop  molasses  sales  delayed  starting  operations  in  some  cases, 
but  this  matter  has  now  been  settled.    The  present  sugar  crop  is  forecast  at 
about  5.75  million  short  tons,  up  30  percent  from  the  1946  crop.    With  a 
higher  price  and  increased  production,  the  I9V7  crop  will  be  worth  about  50 
percent  more  than  the  1946  crop.    Cuba,  under  the  present  contract  with  the 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  gets  about  4.9  cents  per  pound,  f.  o.  b.  Cuban 
ports,  for  raw  sugar,  compared  with  4.18  cents  for  the  1946  crop. 

The_entire_  surplus  remaining  from  jbhe_194^-46  cotton  _crops  in  East 
Africa  and  the  Anglo-Egyptian  Sudan  will  be  purchased  b^tbTe^Government  of 
India  under  terms  of  an  agreement  concluded  January  15.    The  quantity  involved 
is  expected  to  total  about  250,000  bales  of  500  pounds  gross,  compared  with 
imports  of  171,000  bales  from  those  sources  in  1945-46  and  121,000  bales  in 
1941-45.    The  agreement  includes  the  contract  price  for  East  African  B.  P.  52 
at  920  rupees  per  candy  (35-38  cents  per  pound),  compared  with  last  year's 
contract  price  of  850  rupees  (32.69  cents).    About  42,000  bales  from  the 
1945-46  crop  had  already  been  sold  to  the  British  Government,  21,000  were 
sold  on  the  open  market  to  other  countries,  and  2,500  were  reserved  for 
Ceylon. 

British  Chancellor  of  Exchequer  Dalton,  when  questioned  in  the  House 
of  Commons  recently,  concerning  the  possibility  of  materially  cutting  down 
imports  of  United  States  tobacco  to  conserve  dollar  resources,  is  reported 
to  have  stated  that  such  reduction  would  be  helpful,  but  that  the  Government 
would  be  put  in  a  difficult  position  if  it  refused  to  supply  needs  of  the 
smoking  public,  which  now  consumes  130  percent  of  the  prewar  figure. 

The  Chinese  Government  in  an  effort  to  stimulate  export  trade  has  an- 
nounced a  100-percent  bonus  to  exporters  on  exchange  sales  made  after  Feb- 
ruary 5.    This  bonus  will  be  calculated  on  the  basis  of  f .  o.  b.  China  port 
value  of  export  goods,  exclusive  of  ocean  freight  and  insurance  premium  for 
the  onward  voyage. 

Indications  are  that  winter-grain  acreage  in  the  Soviet  Union  for  har- 
vest in  1947  has  increased.     On  the  basis  of  incomplete  press  accounts,  the 
following  increased  plantings  are  reported:    Ukraine  642,000  acres;  Kuban 
363,000  acres;  Kursk  262,000  acres;  and  planned  increases  in  Kuibyshev  and 
Azerbaidzhan.    A  drop  of  247,000  acres  is  indicated  for  Uzbekistan.  Crops 
are  said  to  have  wintered  normally  in  European  Russia. 
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GRAIN  SUPPLIES  IN  EXPORTING-.  COUNTRIES  UP;  BREAHGRAINS  SMALLER 

Total  grain  supplies  in  the  four  principal  exporting  countries  on 

January  1    were  estimated  to  be  135, million  short  tons,  an  increase  of- about  

5  percent  compared  with  a  year  earlier,  but  breadgrain  supplies  at  kl.5  mil- 
lion short  tons  were  even  smaller  than:  the.:  low  level  a  year  ago,  according 
to  information  available  in  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations, 
With  the  smaller  breadgrain  supply,  increased  use  of  coarse^  grains  for  direct 
human  f&od  will  have  to  be  made  for  most-  effective  use  of  supplies. 

The  total  supply,  though  above  last  year's,  was  still  somewhat  less 
than  on  January  1,  I9H,  and  19^5 .    Supplies  of  wheat  and  oats  were 
smaller  than  a  year1  ago,  but  corn  stocks  were  considerably  larger,  with 
large  stocks  in  the:  United  States  accounting  for  the  bulk  of  the  increase. 
Exports  of  all  grain  from  the:  supply  remaining  on'  January  1,  19^6,  totaled 
about  15.2  million  short  tons  during  January- June,  of  which  about  12.2 
million  tons  were  wheat.    If  exports  reach  that  level  by  the  end  of  June 
I9V7,  a  larger  proportion  of  the  total  will  have  to  be  shipped  as  coarse  grains. 

As  harvesting  of  small  grains  becomes  general  in  December  in  both  Ar- 
gentina and  Australia,  the  new  crops,  as  well  as  old  grain  stocks  remaining 
on  January  1,  enter  into  the  supply  on  that  date  for  those  two  countries. 
It  should  be  noted  that  the  situation  is'  different  in  the  Northern  Hemis- 
phere countries,  where  old  grain  stocks  remaining  from  previous  harvests 
make  up  the  entire  supply.    The  corn  supply  in  Argentina  is  also  exclusively 
old-crop  grain/since  the  corn  harvest  normally  does  not  get  actively  under 
way  until  April. 

Total  grain  stocks  in  the  United  States  were  up  slightly  from  a  year 
earlier  as  a  result  of  the  large  corn  stocks  remaining  from  the  record  crop, 
but  other,  grain'  stocks  were  smaller.    Wheat  stocks  from  the  record  crop  are 
the  smallest  January  1  stocks  since  19^0,  reflecting  the  reduced  carry-over 
and  the  heavy  export  movement  again  this  season. 

Canada ' s  January  1  grain  stocks,  though  estimated  to  be  slightly;  larger 
than  last  year's,  were,  substantially  below  the  igkk  and  19^5  level.  Cats 
and  barley  show  a  slight  increase  while  estimated  wheat  stocks  are  little 
changed  from  last  year,  despite  an  increased  production  of  about  100  mil- 
lion bushels,  compared  with  the  19^5  crop.  Wheat  stocks,  placed  at  about 
half  the  ±$kk  level,  like  those  of  the  United  States,  have  been  reduced 
materially  by  low  reserves  and  large  exports. 

The  Argentine  grain  supply  appears  to  be  a  little  larger  than  on  Jan- 
uary 1,  19^6,  as  a  result  of  the  better  outcome  of  the  small-grain  harvest 
this  season.    The  total  grain  crop  for  the  coming  period  will  depend  on 
the  corn  crop,  which  will  be  harvested  beginning  in  late  March.    Crop  pros- 
pects for  corn  are  said  to  be  generally  favorable,  though  some  locust 
damage  has  been  reported,  notably  in  Cordoba,  where  damage  is  placed  at 
about  15  percent.    The  planted  acreage  is  about  the  same  as  for  last  year's  crop.. 
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GRAINS:    Estimated .supplies  In  the  principal  exporting  countries, 
 January ~T,  1944-1947  a/  


Item 

'    Wheat- ' 
.                 :  ' 

p  Rye:  .- 
•  . 

Barley 

7   "  Oats  ' 

Corn 

Total  . 

'  Million 

:  Million,: 

Million 

Million 

Million 

1,000 

:  ■ bushels 

;  bushels . 

"bushels 

bushels  . 

. bushels 

short  tons 

United  States 

1944.  ."■  ;;;  . . 

:     :    ;  -  818 

:  -43 

218 

"  753 

2,021  ' 

99,6.12 

1945........... 

• .   :  835 

27 

213 

792 

2,180 

104,630 

1946  

..  :  682 

\       .  13 

192 

1,065 

1,904, 

95,784 
101,434 

1947  . . . 

:   -  643 

:  9 

175 

941 

2,237 

Canada 

1944  . 

692 

:  -  14 

181 

b/  427 

c/ 

32,755 

1945. ... i- 

..  •     592  . 

:           :  V8 

i4o 

b/  395 

c/ 

28,059 

1946 ......   

.,  .  345 

'  3 

100 

b/  280 

c/ 

.  17,594 

1947  

. .  340 

.  4 

110 

y  310 

ii  ■ 

18,222 

Argentina 

1944   ... 

:  '  443 

:  19 

35 

68 

25 

16,450 

1945............. 

..  :  ,    330  , 

:  13 

••   35  • 

90 

130 

16, 184 

1946, .  

:  225 

:.  14 

49 

•  67. 

.  -  40 

10,510 

1947.  . . 

245 

:  20 

60 

60 

35 

11,290 

Australia 

1944  ... 

. .  :  251 

0/ 

8 

23 

0/ 

8,090 
3,696 

1945. ....... .  

:  112 

1  0/ 

6 

12 

1946.. .V   -.. 

. .  :  145 

c/ 

10 

30 

c  / 

5,07P 

1947  

..  ;  125 

:  of 

13 

25 

11  ' 

4,462 

Total 

1944  . ,  .  ....... 

:  2,204 
.,    :  1,869 

:  76 

442 

1,271 

2,046 

'  156,907 

1945....'....-... 

:  48 

.  394 

1,289 

2,310 

152,569 

1946.  

..  :  1,397 

:       .  30 

351 

1,442 
1,336 

1,944 

128,958 

1947  

'..  :  1,353 

:      .  33 

358 

2,272 

135,408 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. 

Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics,  reports  of  United 
States  foreign  service  officers,  and  other  information. 

a/  Data  for  Northern  Hemisphere  countries  represent  January  1  stocks;  estimates 
for  Southern  Hemisphere  countries  include  new  crop  of  small  grains  as  well  as 
estimated  stocks  of  old  grain  on  January  1.  '  b/  Bushels  of  34  pounds, 
c/  Production  small  and  no  estimate  available  for  remaining  supplies. 

The  grain  supply  in  Australia  is  about  10  percent  less  than  the  fairly 
small  supply  last  year.    Poor  crop  outturns  in  parts  of  the  country  this  season 
brought  the  supply  down  below  the  expected  level.     Serious  drought  conditions, 
especially  in  New  South  V/  les  reduced  crop  prospects,  and  the  wheat  outturn 
is  now  reported  at  117  million  bushels,  in  contrast  with  earlier  prospects  for 
l6o  million.    ,  -.•  ,  _t  . 

Wheat:  Supplies  in  the  four  exporting  countries,  estimated  at  1,353  million 
bushels --the  smallest  since  1940--were  slightly  less  than  the  very  low  level  of 
January  1946.  Most  of  the reducti on  occurred  in  the  United  States  and  Australian 
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supply,  with  Canadian  stocks  showing  little  change  and  the  Argentine  supply 
a  slight  increase.    The  exportable  surplus  from  these  supplies  is  considerably 
below  the  abnormally  large  world  import  requirements  for  breadgrains . 

Rye:    Stocks  continue  small  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere.    United  States 
stocks  of  9  million  bushels  were  the  smallest  January  1  stocks  on  record. 
Canadian  stocks ,  though  small,  were  estimated  to  be  slightly  larger  than  at 
the  beginning  of  19^+6.    Low  stocks  reflect  the  marked  reduction  in  rye  acreage 
and  production,  especially  in  the  United  States,  where  the  19^6  rye  acreage 
for  grain  was  less  than  half  the  1938-1+2  average  .    The  Argentine  supply  is 
somewhat  larger  than  a  year  ago,  as  a  result  of  the  record  crop  harvested  in 
December-January. 

Barley:  Total  supplies  show  little  change,  but  more  change  is  indicated 
for  individual  countries.    United  States  stocks  were  about  10  percent  less 
than  at  the  beginning  of  1946,  owing  to  a  decline, in  carry-in  stocks  at  the, 
beginning  of  the  season.    Some  increase  is  estimated  for  the  other  countries, 
amounting  to  about  20  percent  in  Argentina,  where  a  favorable  barley  outturn 
has  just  been  harvested. 

Oats;  The  supply  was  less  than  in  last  year,  with  most  of  the  decline 
occurring  in  the  United  States.    Reduced  stocks  in  this  country  indicate 
increased. use  during  the  latter  part  of  19^6,  since  the  supply  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  season  was  up  slightly  from  a  year  earlier.    Small  reductions 
in  Argentine  and  Austrialian  supplies  are  about  balanced  by  the  increase 
estimated  for  Canada. 


Corn;  The  record  crop  in  the  United  States  was  the  outstanding  devel- 
opment in' the  corn  situation.    January  1  stocks  were  up  333  million  bushels 
from  a  year  ago.    Stocks  in: Argentina  were  low  following  the  small  crops 
harvested  during  March-June  of  19^-5  and  19^6.    Prospects  for  the  crop  take 
harvested  this  spring  are  more  favorable.    About -average  yields  on  the 
acreage  reported  would  give  an  outturn  of  about  220  million  bushels,  or  55 
percent  above  last  year's  low  yield,  from  virtually  the  same  acreage. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crops  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this  report  the  Committee  was 
composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  C.  M.Purves,  R.  L.  Gastineau,  Judith  E.  Downey, 
Oscar  Moore,  and  Irene  A.  Moke. 


World  Wheat  Conference  in  London  March  18;  A  proposed  international  wheat 
agreement  submitted  by  the  International  Wheat  Council  to  various  governments 
will  be  considered  at  a  London  Conference,  March  18.    The  draft  provides  for: 
A  stable  international    wheat    price  fair  both  to  consumers  and  producers, 
with  an  annual  quota  of  80  million  bushels  for  this  country  unless  world 
trade  exceeds  ^00  million  bushels;  avoidance  of  burdensome  surpluses  and  pro- 
motion of  greater  consumption;  minimum  and  maximum  limits  for  carry-over  stocks 
of  old  wheat;  provision  for  sales  at  special  prices  for  needy  abroad;  and 
establishment  of  emergency  reserves. 
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GRAIIiS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  AND  FEEDS  1/ 


CUBAN  RICE  IMPORTS 
STILL  BELOW  AVERAGE 

Rice  imports  into  Cuba  during  August-January  of  the  current  marketing 
year  were  off  31  percent,  compared  with  the  same  months  of  the  preceding 
season.     Deliveries  from  the  United  States  were  65  million  pounds  less  than 
a  year  ago,  despite  a  pick-up  in  arrivals  during  December  and  January. 
Through  the  first  2  weeks  of  February  about  11  million  pounds  were  imported, 
all  from  the  United  States. 


CUBA:    Rice  arrivals,  August -January 
with  comparisons  


Country 

:  __Ave  rage  

'  August- July 

Angus t- January 

or  area 

;  1932-36 

1937-^1 

19U5-U6 

I9U5-U6 

19U6-U7 

:  Million 

Mi  Hi  on 

:  Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

:  pounds 

pounds 

:  pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

201 

:  0 

0 

0 

0 

232: 

339 

330 

20g 

1 

:•    '  70 

5b 

i  ;  29 

16 

0 

9  .: 

13 

7 

1 

0 

:  0 

'  12 

0 

2 

. . . :  27 

1 

:  0 

11 

1 

b 

379 

>35 

: 

2U5 

169 

Compiled  frcm  preliminary  figures  of  ships'  manifests,  except  for  calendar 
years  19^2-^1,  which  are  official. 


Rice  purchases  also  continue  slow,   and  Cuban  authorities  are  concerned 
whether  sufficient  rice  may  be  imported  to  supply  requirements  during  the 
sugar-grinding  season,  new  in  full  swing.     In  an  effort  to  increase  imports, 
an  additional  subsidy  of  bh  cents  per  ICC  pounds  on  rice  imported  from  the 
United  States  was  granted  in  a  decree  published  January  20,  19^7*  This 
brings  the  total  amount  of  current  import  subsidies  on  United  States  rice 
to  $2.lU  per  100  pounds, 

TOBACCO 


GREEK  TOBACCO  OUTPUT, 
EXPORTS  BELOW  PREWAR 

The  latest  official  estimate  placed  Greece's  I9U6  tobacco  harvest  at 
71  million  pounds  from  163,000  acres.     Harvesting  was  complete!  at  the 


1/  This  section  is  continued  on  page  144. 
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end  of  October,  and  manipulation  of  the  leaf  was  well  underway.    The  quality 
of  the  crop  is  reported  to  be  very  good.    The  19^-5  crop  was  about  53  million  \ 
pounds  and  prewar  (1935-39)  average  production  amounted  to  133  million 
pounds  annually. 

Exports  of  Greek  leaf  during  the  first  10  months  of  19^6  totaled  18.4 
million  pounds.    The  United  States  was  the  principal  purchaser  during  that 
period,  taking  lk  million  pounds,  or  76  percent  of  the  total.  Switzerland, 
Egypt,  the  United  Kingdom,  Denmark,  and  Belgium  were  markets  for  consider- 
able quantities.    During  the  prewar  (1935-39)  period,  Greece  exported  about 
98  million  pounds  of  leaf  annually,  principally  to  Germany  and  the  United 
States.    Germany  has  been  temporarily,  at  least,  removed  as  a  market  for 
the  large  Greek  surplus.    Other  European  countries  are  reported,  however,  to 
be  conducting  negotiations  looking  to  tobacco  purchases.    Among  these  are 
Italy,  Czechoslovakia  and  Austria. 

Stocks  of  leaf  tobacco  in  Greece  totaled  about  131  million  pounds  on 
December  31,  19^6.     Of  the  total  stocks ,  about  83  million  pounds  consisted 
of  manipulated  leaf,  and  k-8  million  unman ipulate d .    Prices  paid  by  buyers  of 
better  American  grades  ranged  from  $1.10  to  $1.20  per  pound  during  November 
and  December.     Greek  merchants  believe  that  during  the  first  quarter  of  19^7, 
the  stocks  of  leaf  from  the  19^-5  and  earlier  crops  will  be  completely  sold. 

PHILIPPINE  TOBACCO 
AREA  EE MAINS  LOW 

Tobacco  plantings  in  the  Philippines  for  the  19^6-47  crop  are  estimated 
at  74,000  acres,  compared  with  59,000  acres  in  1945-46.    The  1946-1+7  acreage, 
with  favorable  growing  conditions,  should  provide  a  harvest  of  about  37  mil- 
lion pounds.    During -the  prewar  period,  Philippine  tobacco  production  averaged 
75  million  pounds  annually  from  an  average  area  of  176,000  acres. 

Leaf  tobacco  exports  from  the  Philippines  for  January -September  1946 
amounted  to  only  2.7  million  pounds.     Spain  was  the  principal  destination, 
taking  about  1.5  million  pounds.     In  prewar  (1935-39)  years,  leaf -tobacco 
exports  averaged  37  A  million  pounds  annually,  with  Spain  and  the  United 
States  the  largest  purchasers.    Exports  of  cigars  during  the  first  9  months 
of  1946  totaled  1,022,000  pieces,  practically  all  to  China  and  Hong  Kong. 
Tobacco  stocks  in  the  Islands  are  estimated  at  from  27  to  40  million  pounds. 
About  17  million  pounds  consists  of  1945-46  crop  and  the  remainder  is  from 
previous  crops.    Stocks  are  being  depleted  slowly  because  of  low  levels  of 
manufacturing  and  exports . 

FRUITS ,  "VEGETABLES ,  AND  NUTS 

SHARP  GAIN  SEEN  IN 
CHILE'S  FRUIT  EXPORTS 

With  greater  production  of  major  Chilean  fruits  and  satisfactory  qual- 
ity in  prospect,  exports  from  the  1946-47  crop  are  expected  to  show  a  marked 
increase  over  last  season's  shipments. 
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Commercial  apple  production  is  currently  estimated  at  about  750,000 
"boxes,  compared  with  slightly  less,  than  600,000  last  year.    Neerly  500,000 
"boxes  of  the  present  crop  represent  the  output  of  the  members  of  the  Apple' 
and  Pear  Producers'  Association,  a  100,000-box  increase  over  the  Association's 
figure  for  the  1945 -46  season.    ,  , 


Apple  exports  during  the  first  11  months  of  1946  totaled  298,000  boxes, 
of  which  the  United  States  received  143,000,  Sweden  36,000,  Peru  32,000., 
Bolivia  27,000,  Switzerland  l3,Q09,  Brazil  17,000,  and  Panama  15,00©  boxes,.. 
European  and  Latin  American  countries  are  expected  to  take  a  higher  per- 
centage of  the  1946-47  crop. 

The  pear  crop  is  expected  to  exceed  the  total  of  approximately  100,000 
boxes  last  year,  from  which  about  11,425  boxes  were  exported  during  the  first 
11  months.    The  United  States  received  about  4,200,  Peru  4,700,  Panama,  1,850, 
and  Bolivia  675  boxes  from  the  1946  shipment . 

Exports  of  grapes  are  expected  to  total  about  1,650  short  tonB.  Grape 
exports  from  the  1945-46  crop  totaled  about  1,179  short  tons.    Of  these  ex- 
ports the  United  States  received  about  351,  Sweden  420,  Ecuador  187,  and 
Brazil  112  tons. 

Increased  plantings  of  honeydew  melons  are  reported  by  the  trade.  Ex- 
ports may  exceed  2,200  tons,  compared  with  about  2,000  tons  last  season, 
with  the  United  States  receiving  1,950  tons. 

MEXICO'S  CANNED  CITRUS 
OUTPUT  MAY  SHOW  RISE 

Production  and  consumption  of  canned  citrus  products  in  Mexico  may 
show  a  slight  increase,  according  to  a  consular  report.    In  recent  years, 
annual  production  of  such  products  in  Mexico  is  estimated  at  35,000  to 
60,000  case  equivalents  (24/2's)  and  annual  consumption     at     45,000  to 
65,000  cases,  with  imports  from  the  United  States  supplementing  the  local 
output . 

Production  of  canned  grapefruit  juice  ranges  from  25,000  to  42,000 
cases.    Orange -juice  production  was  estimated  at  between  2,000  and  4,000 
cases  in  1945,  while  the  production  in  1946  was  negligible.     One  large 
soft -drink  manufacturer  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz  has  a  Juice -extracting 
plant  which  provides  its  requirement  for  orange  extract .      A  small  amount 
of  canned  lemon  juice  is  packed  by  a  firm  located  at  Tampico. 

Canned  grapefruit  production  is  estimated  at  8,000  to  16,000  cases 
annually.     Of  the  three  principal  producers  of  canned  citrus  products, 
two  are  located  in  Mexico  City  and  one  at  Los  Mochis,  Sinaloa.  Grapefruit 
used  for  canning  is  grown  chiefly  in  the  Monterrey  area.    In  recent  years, 
canned  citrus  production  has  been  dependent  upon  the  allocation  of  cans 
imported  from  the  United  States. 
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The  annual  consumption  of  canned  grapefruit  Juice  ranges  from  30,000 
to  45,000  cases.    Consumption  of  canned  orange  Juice  is  estimated  at.  about. 
4,000  and  of  canned  grapefruit  at  about  12,000  cases.    It  Is  estimated  that 
about  one -eighth  of  the  canned  grapefruit  Juice  and  two -fifths  of  the  canned 
orange  juice,  consumed  in  Mexico  is  imported  from  the  United  States. 

Citrus  Juices  are  subject  to  an  import  duty  of  about  9.5  cents  per 
pound,  canned  fruit  to  a  duty  of  about  19  cents  per  pound,  and  there  is  a 
surcharge  of  3  percent  of  the  basic  duty.    All  canned  foodstuffs  must.be 
registered  with  and  samples  sent  to  the  Mexican  Ministry  of  Health  before 
they  may  be  imported.    After  registration,  numbers  are  allotted  to  each 
product  and  a  small  sticker  vith  the  registration  number  and  the  name  and 
address  of  the  local  representative  must  be  attached  to  each  can. 

COTTON  AND'  OTHER  FIBERS 

WEEKLY  COTTON  PRICES 
ON  FOREIGN  MARKETS  ■  - 


COTTON:    Spot  prices  of  certain  foreign  growths 
■-,    -and  qualities  in  specific  markets  


: Price  in 

: Equivalent 

Market  lcjcation,  . 

:Date 

:     unit;  01  : 

Unit  of 

-.foreign 

•  TT   Q       A  c  r\  +  0 

:  u .0 .  ceuT.s 

kind,  and  quality 

M9^7 

:    -weight  : 

currency : currency 

:per  pound 

Alexandria 

:  Kantar  : 

Ashmouni,  good 

:2-13 

:  99.05  lbs.: 

Tallari 

:..  41.00 

:  34.17 

Ashmouni,  F.G.F. 

:2-13 

:  99.05  lbs.: 

Tallari 

:  38.00 

31.67 

,  Giza  7 ,  good 

:2-13 

:  99.05  lbs.: 

Tallari 

:  41.50 

.  3^.59 

Karnak,  good 

:2-13 

:  99.05  lbs.: 

Tallari 

:  41.25 

:  3^.38 

Karnak,  F.G.F. 

•2-13 

:  99.05  lbs. : 

Tallari 

:  39.00 

32.51 

Bombay 

:  Candy  : 

Jar i la,  fine 

2-13 

:  784  lbs.  : 

Rupee 

:  436.00 

16.77 

Broach,  fine 

2-13 

:  7-84  lbs.  : 

Rupee 

:  532.00 

20.46 

Slnd  American,  fine 

2-13 

:  784  lbs.  : 

Rupee 

:  558.OOO 

21.46 

Punjab      "      ,  289 -F, fine 

2-13 

:  784  lbs.  : 

Rupee 

:  624.00 

24.00 

Kampala,  East  African 

2-13 

:  784  lbs,  : 

Rupee 

:  850.00 

32.69  • 

Buenos-  Aires 

: Metric  ton  : 

Type  B 

2-15 

:  2204. 6  lbs. : 

Peso 

.2110.00 

28.50 

Lima 

:Sp.  quintal: 

. Tanguis ,  Type  5 

2-15 

: 101.4  lbs.  : 

Sol 

:  150.00 

22.76 

Recife. 

:Arroba 

Mata,  Type  5  ' 

2-14 

: 33.07  Its.  : 

Cruzeiro 

125 . 00 

20.56 

Sertao,  Type  5 

2-l4 

:33.07  lbs.  : 

Cruzeiro 

130.00  : 

21.39 

Sao  Paulo  : 

:Arroba  : 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5 

2-14 

:33.07  lbs.  : 

Cruzeiro 

154.50  : 

25..  42 

Torreon  : 

':Sp.  quintal: 

Middling,  15/16"  : 

2-14 

: 101.4  lbs.  : 

Peso 

142.00  : 

28.81 

Compiled  from  weekly  cables  from  representatives  abroad. 
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EGYPT'S  COTTON 
EXPORTS  LARGE 

Cotton  exports  from  Egypt  during  the  5  months  beginning  August  1,  1946 , 
were  equivalent  to  565,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  compared  with  273,000 
for  a  similar  period  in  1945.    Shipments  to  India  accounted  for  34,000  bales, 
or  26  percent  of  the  130,000  bales  exported  during  the  last  4  weeks  of  De- 
cember.   About  21,000  bales  were  shipped  to  Italy,  19,000  to  the  United 
States,  16,000  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  9,000  to  France.    (For  earlier 
trade  figures  see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  January  20.) 

Exports  of  Karnak  during  September -Dec ember  1946  amounted  to  163,000 
bales,  compared  with  55,000  for  a  similar  period  in  1945,  an  increase  of  196 
percent.    Exports  of  other  extra  long-staple  varieties  increased  from  22,000 
to  40,000  bales  for  the  respective  4-month  periods.    Exports  of  Ashmouni  and 
Zagora  increased  from  101,000  to  185,000  bales.    The  relatively  greater  in- 
crease in  exports  of  extra  long-staple  cotton  is  attributed  to  a  decline  in  . 
prices  since  the  middle  of  November  to  a  level  below  that  for  Ashmouni  and 
Zagora. 

This  price  relationship  and  the  resulting  heavier  increase  in  exports 
of  extra  long-staple  varieties  may  be  attributed  to  the  large  supply  of  cot- 
ton of  this  quality,  especially  Karnak,  during  the  1946-47  season  and  the 
Government's  announcement  in  September  that  support  prices  for  these  varieties 
were  being  reduced  to  the  1944-45  schedules  while  those  for  Ashmouni  and 
Zagora  remained  unchanged  from  last  season. 

Stocks  of  cotton  in  Egypt  at  the  end  of  .1946  were  estimated  at  2,351,000 
bales,  compared  with  2,549,000  bales  a  year  ago.    Domestic  consumption,  es- 
timated at  67,000  bales  for  September-December  1946,  is  slightly  less  than 
the  72,000  bales  consumed  during  this  4-month,  period  in  1945.  Consumption 
of  2,600  bales  of  Karnak  in  December  1946  was  greater  than  for  the  entire 
1945.46  season  and  the  total  for  1946-47  is  expected  to  reach  40,000  bales. 

LARGER  BENGAL  JUTE  AREA 
LICENSED  FOR  1947  CROP 

Jute  growers  in  Bengal  are  allowed  to  plant  one-half  the  1940  basis 
acreage  or  an  area  of  2,699,500  acres  for  the  1947  crop.    The  licensed  area 
for  the  1946  jute  crop  was  2,024,650  acres,  but  the  official  forecast  in 
September  indicated  that  only  about  1,490,000  acres  were  actually  planted 
because  of  the  pressing  need  for  food  crops.    Bengal  is  the  major  jute-pro- 
ducing area  and  is  the  only  Province  in  which  production  is  controlled  by 
the  license  system. 

The  1946  jute  crop  in  all  India  is  reported  at  2,220  million  pounds  from 
1,880,000  acres,  although  later  estimates  may  be  revised  upward  as  in  pre- 
ceding years.    The  official  Final  Revised  Review  of  the  1945  crop  indicated 
a  total  of  about  3,196  million  pounds  of  jute  from  2,422,000  acres,  of  which 
2,739  million  pounds  came  from  2,018,000  acres  in  Bengal. 
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LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

DAIRY  SEASON  GOOD- 

IN  ARGENTINA  .      .  , 

The  output  of  dairy  products  in  Argentina  during  the  first, 3  "months 
(September-November)  of  the  current  producing  season  was  above  the  level  of  ; 
a  year  earlier.    Regular  and  abundant  rains  resulted  in  excellent  pastures 
this  season.    These  conditions  are  reported  to -have  continued  through  De- 
cember and  into  January,  thus  pointing  to  one  of  the  most  favorable  dairy 
seasons'  in  recent  years.  . 

Cheese  production,  which  has  shown  a  steady  increase  in  recent  years, 
registered  further  gains  in  the  early  months  of  the  new  year.    The  new-season 
output  of  butter,  casein,  and  dried  milk  Is  also  larger  than  in  the  similar 
period  a  year  ago."  ' "  ' 


ARGENTINA:    Production  of  dairy  products, 
•    annual  1942-43,  1943-44,  1944-45,  and 
monthly  Sept  ember  19^5  through  November  1946 


September-August 
season  • 

Butter 

Cheese 

Casein 

Dried 
milk 

Canned 
milk 

:  1,000 

1-oop  ;  ;• 

.  1,000 

-  1,000 

1,000 

i.  pounds 

jj  ULUIU.0 

128, 64 1 

■  53,783 

•  8,377  ■ 

■  '11,299 

l943-44:..,;  

.  •  112,961 

151,720 

67,215 

8,521 

9,837 

173,670 

60,898 

•  11,909' 

8,799 

1945.46 :      \  .    -  - 

.':  5,^23 

11,724 

5,205 

642- 

364 

8,022 

'  16,755 

5,800 

968  * 

589 

19,246 

6,682 

'  1,292 

1,091 

18,150 

6,177 

1,321 

1,252 

19i769 

6,327 

1,325 

899 

16,945 

5,844 

1,305 

860 

18,715 

6,202 

1,246 

■  732 

.:  10,256 

17,844  . 

6,113 

1,228  ■ 

869 
.  758 

.16,916  . 

5,840 

922 

13,285 

4,982 

558 

531 

11,766: 

4,284 

412 

633 

12,238 

4  ,502 

:514  : 

193,353 

67,958  : 

11,733 

8,9^5 

1946-47 

805  I 

800 

16,266 

5,531  : 

10,187 

21,025 

7,066 

1,497  « 

1,030 

11,228 

21,962 

7,538 

1,722  • 

399 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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AUSTRALIAN  DAIRY  "  f 

OUTPUT  IMPROVING 

Dairy  production  in  Australia  in  the  1945-46  season  (July-June)  showed 
a. slight  upward  trend  over  the  preceding  year  when  drought  conditions  pre- 
vailed in  the  greater  part  ,  of  -Australia  throughout  most  of  the  season. 
While  total  output. of  manufactured  products  in  1945-46  was  approximately  5 
percent  higher  than  in  1944-45,  cheese  production -was  at  a  record  level,  up 
almost  19  percent  from  the  earlier  year.    This  improvement  is  continuing  in 
the  new  season,  production  for  the  first  5  months  already  having  advanced 
10  percent  over  the  same  period  a  year  age.    Butter  production  in  1945-46 
was  .about  6  percent  above  the  preceding  year.    So  far  in  the  new  season, 
output  is  lagging  behind,  being  approximately  4  percent  below ; last  year. 


AUSTRALIA:    Production  of  dairy  products, 
1945-^6  with  compariBcna_   


Season 
beginning 
July  1 


Prewar  average 

1942  • ,  

1943   

1944  

19^5 

July  

August  . . 
September 
October  . 
November 
December 
January  . 
February 
March  . . . 
April  ... 

May   

June  .... 
Total 


Butter 


1,000  , 
pounds 
.4377032 
368,158' 
337,776 
307,453 

15,026* 
19,345 
24,405 
35,573 
-.35,876 
.  36,862 
32,066 

;  31,700 

32,84.7 
26,237 
20,677 
14,892 


325,506 


.tCondensed  milk 


Cheese 


Sweet- 

.  ened'  " 


pounds : 
*97Tli: 
80,595: 
79,989: 
77,126:  ; 

3,<fe; 
5,611:' 
8,620: 
11,688:' 
11,51"+: 
10,783: 
7,824:- 
7,179: 
7,871:; 
6,465: 
5,741: 
4,534L 
"9I71T2V 


1,000 
'  p  ounds 
357972 
59,951 
62,-861 
68,188 

2,580 
4,329 
6,426 
9,328 
10,521 
9,220 
(" 

(19,353 

( 

( 

(18, 140 

(_ 

"79> 897 


Unsweet- 
ened 


1,000 

pounds 

.  S',138 

26,650 

32,518 

26,634 

603 
1,291 
2,094 

•3,238 
3,360 

•  2,864 

r  j 
(  2,695 
c 
c 

(  615 
c 

"16,760 


Concen- 
trated 


1,000 

pounds 

"37*07 

18  ,.997 

21,231 

20,5^8 

.470 
573 
1,709 
1,119 
1,546 
•564 

(  3,6.83 
(  . 
(  . 

(  irm 

(    :..  • 


11,508 


Powdered 
a/ 


pounds 
22,908 
38,353 
39,144 
36,960 

.1,449 
2,114 
3,311 
4,854 
5,203 
5,ioi 

( 

(  7,222 

L 

(  . 
C  3,728 
.(..,/ 
327892* 


Infants 1 
food  b/ 


1,000 
pounds 
2,^52 
6,960 
10,107 
12,022 

1,377 
1,235 
1,452 
1,140 
1,305 
912 

r 

(  6,966 
( 

c 

(  3,550 

(  .< 


17,937 


Compiled  from  official  sources.   '        '  .  :  

a/  Includes  powdered  whole  and  skim,  but  not  powdered  buttermilk,  b/  Includes 
"invalids'  food  and  milk  sugar. 

At  the  present  time,  seasonal  conditions  ar.e  favorable  for  all  dairy 
production  in  all  of  the  principal  dairying  districts  of  Australia,  with  the 
exception  of  some  areas  of  New  South  Wales  and  Queensland. 
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NETHERLANDS  RESTRICTS 
POULTRY1  STOCK  IN  19^7 

Restriction  of  poultry  stock  in  I9V7  to  present  numbers,  in  view  of 
the  critical  shortage  of  fodder  grains  and  feedstuffs,  has  "been  announced 
by  Netherlands  officials.    Eggs  are  expected  to  remain  on  ration  in  19*1-7 
at  l-l/2  to  2  per  capita  weekly.    Some  eggs  may  be  exported,  however, 
for  needed  foreign  exchange. 

During  19**-6  poultry  numbers  increased  to  between  9  and  10  million  birds, 
of  which  about  5-l/2  million  were  young  hens,  which  compares  with  total  pre- 
war numbers  of  approximately  33  million.     Ln  order  to  maintain  the  limited 
level  through  19*1-7,  *)•  million  young  birds  will  have  to  be  raised.    For  the 
calendar  year,  incubating  licenses  will  be  extended  to  breeders  with  the  . 
understanding  that  baby  chicks  destined  for  renewal  of  poultry  stock  on 
breeding  and  incubating  farms  shall  be  delivered  by  April  27.        This  past 
season  care  was  taken  that  young  stock  was  delivered  to  all  farms,  but  in 
19*1-7  distribution  will  be  principally  to  the  smaller  enterprises  in  which 
poultry  keeping  was  the  main  source  of  income  prior  to  the  war. 

Distribution  of  chicks  will  be  done  on  coupon  by-  local  officials  in 
cooperation  with  Central  Union  of  Farmer  Organization.    A  feedstuffs  coupon 
will  also  be  furnished  which  must  be  delivered  to  the  feed  merchant  as  soon 
as  possible,  since  his  allocation  will  depend  solely  on  coupons  delivered. 
The  extent  of  allocation  will  depend  on  the  size  of  the  enterprise,  prewar 
stock  of  the  applicant,  and  need  for  renewal  of  stock. 

The  same  regulations  restricting  poultry  numbers  will  apply  to  ducks, 
of  which  the  present  population  is  approximately  130,000,  less  than  15  per- 
cent of  prewar, 

BOLIVIA  TO  BUY  MEAT 
BY  PUBLIC  BIDS 

The  Bolivian  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  under  a  decree  of  December  20,  19*1-6; 
will  now  seek  public  bids  for  permission  to  import  meat  in  order  to  supple- 
ment the  supply  when  required  to  meet  consumers'  needs.     The  purpose  is  to 
stimulate  the  importation  of  live  cattle  into  Bolivia  from  Argentina  through 
private  initiative  and  free  competition.    The  arrangement  under  which  the 
Banco  Agricola  of  Bolivia  previously  handled  the  importation  of  Bolivian 
meat  terminated  December  31,  19^6.     The  "Sindicato  de  Matarifes"  (The  Butchers 
Association  in  La  Paz)  will  supervise  the  procedure  of  selecting  the  bids 
presented  by  the  public,  and  the  Sanco  Agricola,  along  with  the  local 
municipal  governments  concerned  will  continue  regulatory  functions  in  con- 
nection with  the  process  of  meat  importation. 

By  judicious  selection  of  bids  for  permission  to  import  meat,  the  Bo- 
livian authorities  believe  that  a  condition  will  be  approached  where  the 
best  quality  of  meat  will  be  imported  at  the  most  advantageous  prices  ob- 
tainable and  with  the  lowest  possible  expenditure  of  foreign  exchange. 
The  Government  also  hopes  that  through  this  procedure,  more  Argentina  cattle 
cars  for  the  shipment  of  cattle  to  Bolivia  may  be  made  available,  as  re- 
cently Argentina  drastically  reduced  the  number  of  such  cars  allotted  to 
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Bolivia  for  transport  of  cattle  through  Government  channels.    This,  ac- 
cording to  reports,  has  "been  the  chief  single  cause  of  Bolivia's  present 
meat  shortage . 

U.  K.  EXPORTS  OF 


British  exports  of  tops,  yarns,  and  cloth  have  increased  above  the  war- 
time level  but  are  still  considerably  below  average.  Wool  cloth  exported 
in  19^-6  totaled  73  thousand  square  yards,  compared  with  kO  thousand  in  19^5 
and  an  average  of  113  thousand  for  the  k  years  1935-38.  Wool-top  exports 
totaled  29  million  pounds  against  a  prewar  average  of  1+5  million  pounds  and 
wool-yearn  exports  Ik  million  pounds  against  a  prewar  average . of  35  million 
pounds . 


UNITED  KINGDOM:    Exports  of -tops. 

191+6  with  comparisons 


Exports 

Wool 

Wool 

Wool 

tops 

yarns 

cloth 

Million 

Million 

1,000  square 

pounds 

pounds 

yards 

Average  - 

1935-38  

35 

113 

1939  

26 

93 

19^0  

28 . 

15 

83 

19kl  

.16  ".^4 

11 

86 

19^2  

12 

9 

■73 

19^3  

8 

8 

kk 

19kk  

5 

8 

3k 

19^5  

16 

8 

ko 

19 1+6  

29 

Ik 

73 

Compiled  from  official  sources 


FATS  AND  OILS 


ARGENTINA  HARVESTS 
SHORT  FLAXSEED  CROP 


Argentina's  I9I+6-I+7  flaxseed  crop,  officially  estimated  at  kl.3  million 
bushels,  is  25  percent  smaller  than  an  earlier  estimate,  based  on  acreage 
forecasts,  trade  information,  and  favorable  weather  reports.    Sown  area  is 
now  officially  placed  at  k .7  million  acres,  the  smallest,  with  one  exception, 
since  the  early  1920's/    Locust  damage  in  some  districts  was  greater  than 
anticipated,  and  losses  are  reported  heavy  in  sections  where  wet  weather  pre- 
vailed during  harvest. 

This  is  the  third  season  that  Argentina  has  reported  reduced  acreage  and 
a  short  crop,  indicating  that  the  Government  1a  not  stimulating  increased 
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flaxseed  production.    This  assumption  seems  to  "be  substantiated  "by  the  fact 
that  the  price  to  growers  for  the  1946-47  crop  has  been  reduced  from  35  to 
30  pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($2.65  to  $2.27  per  bushel)  and  export  prices  of 
linseed  oil  have  been  increased. 


ARGENTINA:  Flaxseed  acreage,  production,  and  yield  per  acre, 
 1946-47  with  comparisons  


Year 

Area 

Pro- 

:  .    Yield  per  acre 

Sown 

:  Harvested 

:  duction 

■  Sown 

Harvested 

1,000 

1,000 

x. ,  vjuvj 

acres 

acres 

bushels 

Bushels 

Bushels 

Average  - 

1930-31  to 

1939-40  

■  7,732 

6,377 

66,959 

'  '  "8.7  : 

io.'5 

1943-44   

5,61+3 

4,986 

61,926 

11.0 

12.4 

1944-45   

4,93:2 

3,098 

30,967 

6.3 

10.0 

191+5-1+6   

4,607 

3,439 

37,955 

8.2 

11.0 

1946-47  a/  : 

4,700 

41,336 

8.8 

Compiled  from  official  sources, 
a/  Preliminary 


Argentina's  linseed-oil  surplus  for  1947,  estimated  at  300,000  short  tons, 
appears  small  considering  the  limited  quantities  exported  in  recent  years. 
Calculated  carry-over,  based  on  commerical  stocks,  production,  and  1946  ex- 
ports, signifies  that  domestic  disappearance  has  been  at  an  exceedingly  high 
level  or  that  stocks  in  the  interior  are  larger  than  those  reported. 

The  United  Kingdom  has  purchased,  subject  to  International  Emergency 
Food  Council  Allocations,  110,000  short  tons  of  linseed  oil  for  1947  delivery 
and  the  United  States  44,000  tons,  a  portion  of  its  1947  LEFC  allocations  for 
delivery  during  the  first  half  of  this  year. 

UNITED  STATES  FLAXSEED 
IMPORTS  BELOW  AVERAGE 

United  States  imports  of  flaxseed  and  linseed  oil  (in  terms  of  oil), 
amounting  to  159  million  pounds,  were  slightly  above  the  record  low  of 
151.3  million  a  year  earlier  but  less  than  half  the  1935-39  level. 

The  outlook  for  linseed  oil  in  1947  appears,  brighter  for  both  imports 
and  domestic  flaxseed  production.    The  United  States  should  receive,  within 
the  next  few  months,  about  100  million  pounds  of  oil  purchased  from  Argentina. 
Canada,  Uruguay,  and  Mexico  are  also  expected  to  contribute  to  this  season's 
supply. 

This  country's  flaxseed  goal  of  5  million  acres  should  produce  around 
40  million  bushels  provided  growing  conditions  are  average.    The  goal  should  - 
be  met  with  the  Government -support  price  of  $6.00  per  bushel    for  No.  1 
flaxseed,  Minneapolis  basis.    The  current  market  price  is  $7.25  per  bushel. 
The  United  States -support  price  will  be  implemented  by:  Loans  to  producers, 
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contracts  with  processors  who  agree  to  pay  farmers  not  less  than  the  appli- 
cable support  price,  and  Commodity  Credit -Corporation  purchases  of  seed,  if 
necessary,  to  assure  producers  receiving  the  support  price. 

UNITED  STATES:    Flaxseed  and  linseed-oil  imports, 

1946  with  comparisons  


Country  of 
origin 


Flaxseed 


:Average 
:  1935-39- 


19^5 


1946 


Linseed  oil  ? 


Average 
1935-39 


1945 


1946 


1,000 
bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


1,000 
bushels 


Canada  :  127 

Mexico  1 

Argentina   .:  17,265 

Brazil  : 

Uruguay  '   —  . 

Netherlands  ........ 

United  Kingdom  ■  

India  

Others   


355 


537 
185 


1,766 
95 
862 

1,073 

a/ 


Total  18,470 


3,795" 


138 
511 
490 

2,255 

1/ 

a/ 
3^3W 


1,000 
pounds 

a/ 


654 
29 


1,000 
pounds 

6,498 

68,3^8 

4,197 

1 


713 


79,  off 


1,000 
pounds 

12,059 
1,326 
.  76,614 
221 

4,184 


9^,5oT 


Compiled  from  official  sources, 
a/  Less  than  500. 


BELGIAN  CONGO, BANS 
PEANUT  EXPORTS 

Following  protests  from  colonists  over  exportation  of  native  products 
when  severe  shortages  existed  in  native  villages  and  suburbs,  the  Belgian 
Congo  has  banned  exports  of  peanuts,  effective  December  27,  1946.  Exports 
of  other  native  crops  have  also  been  prohibited. 

The  shortage  of  native  food  items  is  particularly  serious  in  the  more 
thickly  populated  areas.     Inadequate  agricultural  methods  in  these  com- 
munities, where  small  garden  plots  are  crudely  cultivated  in  vacant  fields., 
have  been  largely  responsible  for  the  insufficient  local  food  supply.  Im- 
portation of  these  foodstuffs  from  other  districts  is  inadvisable  because  of 
transportation  difficulties  and  the  lack  of  sufficient  surplus  in  exporting 
areas . 

Exporting  these  products  to  Europe,  together  with  the. shifting  of  the 
native  population  to  urban  areas  and  the  lack  of  planned  farming,  has  in- 
creased the  local  shortage  in  the  past  several  months. 

No  information  has  been  received  concerning  the  peanut  crops  of  recent 
years.    Normally,  the  Belgian  Congo  produces  approximately  100,000  tons. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

ECUADOR'S  CACAO 

CROP  SMALLER    .  ' 

Ecuador !s  1946  cacao  crop,  calculated  on  the  "basis  of  deliveries  to 
Guayaquil  during  the  calendar,  year,  totaled  30 .,7  million  pounds,  compared 
with  the  194-5  crop  of  40.8  million  pounds  and  the  average  1940-44  produc- 
tion of  33. Q- million  pounds.  .  No  forecast  concerning  the  1947  crop  is 
available  at:  this  timer  ~  -  - 

Nearly  all  of  Ecuador's  cacao  is  exported,,  since  domestic  consumption 
is  only  about  1.7  mil lion- pounds -annually.    During  1945,  37.0  million  pounds 
of  cacao  beans  were  exported,  of  which  approximately  68  percent,  were  des-. 
tined  to  the  United  States,  24  percent  to  other  American  republics,  2  per- 
cent to  Europe,  and  6  percent  undesignated.    During  the  first  11  months  of 
1946,  34.3  million  pounds  were  exported,  49  percent  going  to  the  United 
States,  25  percent  to  other  American  republics,  and  25  percent  to  Europe. 
Exports  to  the.  United  States  declined  in  1946,  because  United  States  ceiling 
prices  on  cacao.beans  (abolished  October  2k,  1946)  were  below  the  prices 
other  countries  were  paying. 

Cacao  beans  are  harvested  throughout  the  year  in  Ecuador,  but  the  prin- 
cipal periods  are  December -January  and  March -June .    Most  of  the  Arriba, 
Ecuador's  top  quality  cacao,  is  harvested  in  these  two  periods.    There  are 
no  official  .or  unofficial  periodical  estimates  of  Ecuadoran  cacao  production, 
nor  feasible,  means  of  preparing  reliable  forecasts.    The  diseased  condition 
of  the  trees  makes  them  highly  sensitive  to  variations  in  the  rainfall,  both 
as  to  the  time  of  the  rainfall  and  the  amount.    Since  about  9.5  percent  of 
the  cacao  is,  shipped  through  the  port  of  Guayaquil,  production  can  best  be 
estimated  on  the  basis  of  deliveries  to  that  port. 

Diseases  have  been  largely  responsible  for  the  decline  in  cacao  pro- 
duction in  Ecuador  from  an  average  of  about  110  million  pounds  annually 
prior  to  19 17  to.  33  million  pounds  during  recent  years.    Ninety  percent  of 
the  trees  in  some  areas  are  afflicted  with  witches'  broom  and  other  diseases. 
Because  of  the  diseased  condition  of  the  trees,  no  immediate  sharp  increase 
may  be  expected  in  Ecuador's  production,  despite  current  high  prices  for 
the  beans. 

BLIGHT  ATTACKS  CEYLON 
TEA  PLANTATIONS 

A  disease,  known  as  blister  blight,  was  recently  reported  for  the  first 
time  in  Ceylon,  which  recently  has  produced  about  one -third  of  the  world's 
supply  of  tea.    There  are  no  reliable  estimates  as  to  the  amount  of  tea  af- 
fected or  the  probably  effect  on  this  year's  crop,  according  to  reports 
from  the  American  Consulate  in  Colombo. 

The  blight  is  believed  to  be  the  same  disease  which  did  considerable 
damage  to  plantations  near  Darjeeling,  India,  in  1909,  and  which  also  has 
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"been  known  in  Assam  for  many  years .    It  apparently  spread  to  Ceylon  from 
south  India  where  it  appeared  several  weeks  earlier.    The  disease  is  dissem- 
inated "by  minute  airborne  sporeB,  and,  aided  by  the  weather,  it  has  spread 
already  over  a  large  area  in  Ceylon.    Spraying  may  he  effective,  hut  its 
use  is  recommended  only  in  nurseries,  on  account  of  the  extensive  area  in- 
volved.   According  to  an  official  of  the  Ceylon  Tea  Eesearch  Institute,  the 
most  effective  remedy  would  he  a  protracted  period  of  good,-  sunny  weather. 

NOTE:    In  the  February  17  issue  of  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  the  table  for 
Colombia's  exports  of  green  coffee  should  have  read  "bags  of  132. 276  pounds." 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  AND  FEEDS  (Cont'd) 

ARGENTINA  REVISES 
GRAIN  ESTIMATES 

The  latest  estimate  of  the  1946-47  Argentine  coarse -grain  production 
confirms  earlier  forecasts  of  large  crops,  despite  slight  reductions  for 
barley  and  oats,  compared  with  the  first  forecast.    As  now  reported  both 
barley  and  rye  outturns  are  the  largest  recorded  for  these  grains.  The 
barley  crop,  now  placed  at  5^,723,000  bushels,  is  about  48  percent  larger 
than  the  1945  crop,  and  greatly  exceeds  the  previous  record  of  38  million 
bushels  produced  last  year.    Larger  seedings    and  good  yields  account  for 
the  increase . 

The  oats  crop,  now  estimated  at  57,223,000  bushels,  is  slightly  larger 
than  the  19^5  crop  and  14  percent  above  average,  mainly  as  a  result  of  above  - 
average  yields.    The  record  rye  outturn  is  estimated  at  22,396,000  bushels, 
compared  with  the  1935-39  average  of  9,771,000  bushels.    The  seeded  acreage 
of  4,775,000  acres  reported  this  season  was  also  the  largest  recorded.  The 
former-record  crop  of  21.9  million  bushels  reported  for  1943-44  was  har- 
vested from  1,984,000  acres,  and  total  area  seeded  that  season  was  4,511,000 
acres. 

Coarse-grain  marketing  is  under  Government  control  this  season,  and  the 
•buying  price  was  announced  recently.    According  to  the  announcement,  growers 
will  receive  for  grain,  basis  in  port  at  Buenos  Aires,  the  following  prices 
coverted  to  cents  per  bushel:  Corn  rjG}  barley  88,- and  rye  110. 


